THE NEW DERMATOLOGY.
IV. The Action of Poison Gases.
The last article of this series dealt-in a general way with the action of certain irritants on the skin, and it is now proposed to consider in detail the dermatitis produced by "mustard-gas,'' since it presents peculiar features of great interest. Di-chlor-ethyl- Apart from the similarity in appearance and distribution of the dermatitis produced by xchrysarobm and mustard-gas, both these substances cause a purplish-brown staining of the horny layers of the skin. In both cases this discolouration follows the "While the inflammatory process was at its height an erythematous patch, surmounted by a few superficial blisters, appeared on a portion of the skin of the opposite forearm, which had been exposed to ihe "gas" a fortnight previously, but which in the meantime had completely healed. The only explanation apparently of this phenomenon is that this portion of skin had been sensitised to the action of the irritant, and consequently reacted again when some of the poison was absorbed into the circulation from the lymphatics surrounding the severe burn on the opposite arm.
To sum up, we may say that the irritant effect of mustard-gas on the skin is dependent on the relative amount of fatty material present, and that therefore the distribution of the resulting dermatitis follows closely that of the sebaceous glands, the areas of skin in which these, glands are few in number, or altogether absent, being more or less immune to the action of the "gas." And, as might be expected, persons belonging to the seborrhoeic type, i.e., those in whom the sebaceous glands were abnormally large and who suffered from seborrhoea, showed a greater susceptibility to mustard-gas dermatitis than others.
